
As another year draws to a close, 
the City of Sugar Creek wishes its 
residents and businesses a healthy 
new year. City officials are proud of 
many accomplishments from 2022, 
and the city is poised for even more 
growth this year. 

Some of the projects from 2022 
have paved the way for new eco-
nomic growth, improvements in 
roads and infrastructure, commu-
nity amenities, and new economic 
opportunities. 

Some of the accomplishments 
were more behind-the-scenes, like 
the major system conversion in the 
city Finance Department. “The soft-
ware conversion allows residents 
to monitor and pay their utility 
bills online or by credit card over 
the phone,” said Finance Director 
Keisha Guthrie. 

She is hopeful the conversion will 
provide a foundation for additional 
improvements next year. 

“In 2023, we hope to continue to 
build on the new tools the depart-
ment has to provide better customer 
service and transparency for our 
citizens,” Guthrie said. “We would 
also like to find ways for us to give 
back to Sugar Creek and interact in 
positive ways with the community 
we serve.”

An additional behind-the-scenes 
change happened in the city’s 
municipal court. Peggy Doss, Court 
Administrator, said the court worked 
on efficiency and running smoothly 
on the new mandated Show Me 
Courts (Casenet).

“We are still having court during 
COVID/sickness protocols and are 
striving to make it easier for people 
to pay and not have to come into 
court,” Doss said. 

Big changes also happened in 

the Public Works Department. 
Longtime director Ed Layton retired 
in February, bringing Ben Hedrick 
to the helm. Under Hedrick’s lead-
ership, the department was able to 
repair the city’s salt and sand bins, 
begin a fire hydrant replacement 
program and clean up vegetation 
in alleyways and creek beds. The 
department began work on a water 
main break on Gant Street that had 
gone undetected for a while and 
also worked with Mears contrac-
tors to replace numerous gas lines 
within the city. 

Some of these projects will con-
tinue into 2023, but the department 
has more big goals for next year.

“In 2023, we plan to clean out 
sedimentation and realign creek 
crossings throughout the city for 
more efficient water flow and start 
CCTV (closed circuit television) of 
the city’s storm infrastructure. This 
is to find any repairs or defects that 
need attention,” Hedrick said.

The city’s fire department had a 
busy year, with more than 1,320 (as 

of Dec. 6) calls for service in 2022, 
which is an increase over previous 
years.

Nate Richardson, Fire Chief, said 
the department hopes to improve 
staffing next year. He said the 
department plans to replace the 
Rescue 1 and outfit a new rescue 
truck for service this summer. 

“(We want to) certify three fire-
fighters in swiftwater rescue,” 
Richardson said. “All full-time fire-
fighters will be certified by summer 
2023.”

Education will also be a 2023 
priority for the department in an 
effort to keep pace with changing 
fireground tactics, evolving rescue 
techniques, and community and 
patient needs. 

The department also hopes to 
construct an on-site training struc-
ture. 

The Parks and Recreation 
Department saw a lot of long-time 
goals come to fruition. The city had 
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Automated Phone System
Coming To Sugar Creek

In the coming months, the City of Sugar Creek will begin using an 
automated phone system to send messages to our utility customers.  
These messages may include notifications about utility bills or emer-
gency messages. 

All calls will come from the City’s main phone line (816-252-4400). 
An automated voice will ask for you to confirm your identity (name 
and address) and after you confirm, the automated message will begin. 
Notifications will come to the phone number currently on file in our 
utility billing system. If you would like to confirm what number we 
have on file, please contact us at 816-252-4400.

 Please note these messages will never ask you for personal infor-
mation, other than to confirm your name and service address. Never 
give out personally identifiable information over the phone. If you 
have any questions or believe a phone call you received is fraudulent, 
please call City Hall.

2

FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 11/14/2022

• The meeting began at 6:00 p.m. with 
Mr. Jeff Hazelrigg leading the Pledge of 
Allegiance. A quorum was established 
by roll call and the Consent Agenda was 
passed unanimously. 

• In business from the floor, Mr. Julio 
Ramirez requested the Council consider his 
request to fill in the drainage area within 
his property limits. The Council agreed to 
take the request under consideration.

• Seeing no further business from the 
floor, seven ordinances were presented to 
the Aldermen. All passed unanimously.

a) #4595 authorized payment to Viking-
Cives for work on the snow plow equip-
ment.

b) #4596 authorized payment to 
Metropolitan Community College for Fall 
2022 Police Academy.

c) #4597 authorizing purchase and pay-
ment to Joe Machans Ford for an F550 to 
be used by the Public Works Department. 

d) #4598 authorized payment to Wil-Pav 
for sidewalk repairs at various locations.

e) #4599 authorized payment to Schulte 
Supply for water repairs at various loca-
tions.

f) #4600 authorized payment to KJ 
Remodeling & Krete Construction for 
replacement of a concrete driveway.

g) #4601 approving a lease agreement 
between EVERGY Missouri Midwest and 
the City of Sugar Creek.

• The Mayor mentioned the MPR 
Conference in Branson.

• Alderwoman Hazelrigg asked about 
progress in handling dogs and cats within 

the city limits. Mr. Casey said he had been 
in contact with Wayside Waifs and a solu-
tion looked promising.

• Alderman Steffen asked if one tower 
of lights could be turned on at the football 
field in the morning and in the evening to 
help walkers. Mr. Casey said that a timer 
solution is being investigated and that a 
timer solution will also be looked into at 
the tennis courts.

• Alderman Ray asked about signage for 
all city-sponsored events. Could a banner 
be purchased that stretches across Sterling 
announcing the upcoming event? For 
example, the City-Wide Garage Sale will be 
on the same weekend each Spring and Fall 
so the sign will not have to be changed 
because the day and date changes.

• Chief Soule said he removed exempt 
employees from being eligible for over-
time pay from the Grant money used for 
sobriety checkpoints. A motion was made 
and seconded and the vote was unani-
mous to approve the new policy.

• Chief Richardson said the Fire 
Department had found a shipping contain-
er. Alderman Ray asked if it was a single-
use container or multiple-use container. 
Chief Richardson said he would check on 
the usage. The location best suited for the 
container will be just south and east of the 
fire-bay parking lot.

• Mr. Cary updated the assembly with 
the news that ground had been broken 
for new houses on Burton and Elizabeth. 
Domino’s is not moving as fast as we 
would like due to an issue with the fram-
ers. Once that is straightened out the 

exterior can be finished quickly. Interior 
work is ongoing even though we cannot 
see it from the road. Progress on the Old 
Dollar Tree is waiting on a report from 
the Geotech hired to evaluate the ground 
under the building.

• Mrs. McGhee reminded everyone that 
City Offices will be closed Thanksgiving 
weekend, 11/24 and 11/25. There will be 
only one Council Meeting in December, 
12/12. On Friday, 12/2, the annual City 
Employee Luncheon will be held at Mike 
Onka Hall from 11:30am to 1:30pm. During 
that time, City Hall will be closed. 

• Mrs. Guthrie notified everyone that 
new business licenses are going out with a 
new look and format.

• Mrs. Burnham reminded everyone that 
the Mayor’s Christmas Tree lighting will be 
on Saturday, 12/3. A new luminary walk 
will be located at the Farmer’s Market on 
Sterling in addition to the dancers, sleigh 
rides and Santa. The Moose Lodge will 
have a craft fair from 2pm-7pm on the 
same day.

• Under New Business, Mr. Jack 
Mitchell and Mr. Bill Haman talked about 
a new economic development project in 
River Bend. Sugar Creek could become 
involved by allowing the developers to 
clear the trees along the north side of the 
Missouri River and turn it into a walking 
trail and park. The Alderman took the pro-
posal under advisement. 

• Seeing no reason to move into closed 
session, the Council voted unanimously to 
adjourn at 7:28 p.m.

HELP THE CCRC HELP OTHERS
The CCRC food pantry is looking for donations of 

money and/or food to help the less fortunate citizens
in our community. Checks can be mailed to CCRC, 

103 S Sterling, Sugar Creek, MO 64054. Food donations 
can be made at the pantry. Call Kim 816-308-2505 for 
more information. The pantry is open every Tuesday 

and Thursday from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Arrangements can also be made for delivery if it 

is needed. Please remember volunteers are always 
needed if you would like to help. 

PLEASE RECYCLE



NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
Fire Department

FIRESIDE CHAT– The rising costs of home heating fuels and utili-
ties have caused many to search for alternate sources of heating the 
home. The use of woodburning stoves, gas/wood burning Fireplaces 
and Space Heaters are growing more frequent. All these methods of 
heating your home are acceptable, however, a major contributing 
factor in residential fires. Many of these fires can be prevented. The 
following is a list of safety tips from FEMA that can help you maintain 
a firesafe, warm home this winter.

Wood Stoves and Fireplaces: Wood stoves and fireplaces are 
becoming a very common heat source in homes. Careful attention to 
safety can minimize their fire hazard. 

• Be sure the fireplace or stove is installed properly. Wood stoves 
should have adequate clearance (36”) from combustible surfaces and 
proper floor support and protection. 

• Have the chimney inspected annually and cleaned, if necessary, 
especially if it has not been used for some time. 

• Do not use flammable liquids to start or accelerate any fire. 
• Keep a glass or metal screen in front of the fireplace opening, to 

prevent embers or sparks from jumping out, unwanted material from 
going in, and help prevent the possibility of burns to occupants. 

• The stove should be burned hot twice a day for 15-30 minutes to 
reduce the amount of creosote buildup. 

• Don’t use excessive amounts of paper to build roaring fires in 
fireplaces. It is possible to ignite creosote in the chimney by overbuild-
ing the fire. 

• Never burn charcoal indoors. Burning charcoal can give off lethal 
amounts of carbon monoxide. 

• Keep flammable materials away from your fireplace mantel. A 
spark from the fireplace could easily ignite these materials. 

• Before you go to sleep, be sure your fireplace fire is out. NEVER 
close your damper with hot ashes in the fireplace. A closed damper 
will help the fire to heat up again and will force toxic carbon monox-
ide into the house. 

• If synthetic logs are used, follow the directions on the package. 
NEVER break a synthetic log apart to quicken the fire or use more 
than one log at a time. They often burn unevenly, releasing higher 
levels of carbon monoxide.

Furnace Heating: It is important that you have your furnace 
inspected to ensure that it is in good working condition. 

• Be sure all furnace controls and emergency shutoffs are in proper 
working condition. 

• Leave furnace repairs to qualified specialists. Do not attempt 
repairs yourself unless you are qualified. 

• Inspect the walls and ceiling near the furnace and along the chim-
ney line. If the wall is hot or discolored, additional pipe insulation or 
clearance may be required. 

• Check the flue pipe and pipe seams. Are they well supported 
and free of holes and cracks? Soot along or around seams may be an 
indicator of a leak. 

• Is the chimney solid, with cracks or loose bricks? All unused flue 
openings should be sealed with solid masonry. 

• Keep trash and other combustibles away from the heating system. 
• Be sure every level of your home and sleeping area has a working 

smoke/CO alarm and be sure to check and clean them on a regular 
basis. 

• Plan and practice a home escape plan with your family

Additional Winter Heating Tips: Keep these tips in mind during 
the winter months.

• Never use a range or an oven as a supplemental heating device. 
Not only is it a safety hazard, it can be a source of potentially toxic 
fumes.   

• If you use an electric heater, be sure not to overload the circuit. 
Only use extension cords which have the necessary rating to carry an 
amp load. Choose an extension cord the same size or larger than the 
appliance electrical cord. 

• Avoid using electrical space heaters in bathrooms or other areas 
where they may come in contact with water.

• Never leave children unattended near heating devices
• Ensure all items are 6-8 feet away from heaters.

Stay safe,
–– Captain Brandon Smith, Sugar Creek Fire Department

Public Works
SNOW REMOVAL PROGRAM– Thank you, citizens, for your 

cooperation. Here are a few things you can do to help improve snow 
removal operations.

1) Make sure to have the proper snow or all-weather tires on your 
vehicle to prevent you from getting stuck.

2) Park off the street if possible.
3) Shovel the snow to the right side of the driveway as you face the 

street. This will lessen the amount of snow at the mouth of the drive-
way when the snowplow comes by.

WINTER WEATHER TERMS TO REMEMBER– These are the dif-
ferences between Winter Storm Warning, Winter Storm Watch, and 
Winter Weather Advisory.

Winter Storm Warning: This event is issued by the National 
Weather Service when a winter storm is producing or is forecasted to 
produce heavy snow or significant ice accumulations. The criteria for 
this warning can vary from place to place.

Winter Storm Watch: This event is issued by the National Weather 
Service when there is a potential for heavy snow or significant ice 
accumulations, usually at least 24 to 36 hours in advance. The criteria 
for this watch can vary from place to place.

Winter Weather Advisory: This event is issued by the National 
Weather Service when a low-pressure system produces a combina-
tion of winter weather (snow, freezing rain, sleet, etc.) that present a 
hazard, but does not meet warning criteria.

WINTER WEATHER TIPS– Now that winter is fully upon us, here 
are a few tips to help you prepare for the cold weather.

Frozen Pipes
• After you have checked your inside pipes and still no water, if you 

suspect that the water meter is frozen, please contact the Public Works 
department.

• Insulate all areas of the house where water pipes are, including 
crawl spaces, and porches.

• Never use antifreeze to keep pipes from freezing. The chemicals 
could draw back into the water supply and contaminate the system.

• Seal drafty cracks and repair broken windows.
• Unhook lawn hoses from the outside faucet.
• Keep a trickle of water running from the faucet highest in the 

house, this trickle should be steady stream the size of the lead in a 
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pencil. 
• If you are going to be away from your home for an extended 

period, you should shut off the water supply and drain the pipes.
• If you are only leaving for a few days, the thermostat should be 

set high enough so the temperature in the basement will offset a severe 
temperature drop.

• Never try to thaw frozen pipes with an open flame. Use a hair 
dryer, light bulb, heat tape, or call a plumber.

Parks & Recreation
WALKING CLUB– Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays, 8:00 a.m. to 

10:00 a.m. at the Gym. No Walking Club 1/2/2022 or 1/16/2022.
ZUMBA– Mondays & Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the 

Gym. Gym shoes only on gym floor and don’t forget to bring water! 
Certified Instructor: Krystal Thompson. Register at krystalthomp-
son300@msn.com. $5 per class.

MUSIC BINGO– Wednesday, 1/4, 6:30 p.m. at Mike Onka Hall. 
Music bingo is a fun spin on traditional bingo that allows players to 
listen to clips of favorite songs from the last 60+ years while marking 
off the titles on your card! 50 players maximum. Bingo prize donations 
welcome! Contact Pam Burnham at 816-252-4400 ext. 1137 or bring by 
City Hall. $1 fee per player.

ZUMBA GOLD– Thursdays, 1/5 & 1/19, 10:30 a.m. at the Gym.
Combines music, rhythms and “dancing in your seat” fun! Certified 
SilverSneakers Flex Instructor: Pam Burnham. Class size limited to 20 
participants in chairs. Bleachers available for additional participant 
seating. $3 per class (class fee waived if SilverSneakers participant).

COMMUNITY POTLUCK– Tuesday, 1/10, 12:00 p.m. at Mike Onka 
Hall. Welcoming in a new year, we will be trying something a bit dif-
ferent for our January Community Potluck. Red chili-glazed chicken 
breasts (non spicy) will be the main course! Please bring a side, dessert 
or $5 donation if you don’t bring a dish. No take home plates allowed.

CHAIR CHI– Thursday, 1/12, 10:30 a.m. at the Gym. Chair Chi is a 
gentle exercise program performed in the comfort of a chair. Benefits 
of Tai Chi or Chair Chi can include improved balance, flexibility, range 
of motion, strength, energy, pain relief and stress reduction. Certified 
Instructor: Pam Burnham. Class size limited to 20 participants in chairs. 
Bleachers available for additional participant seating. No fee.

PARKS & REC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING– Tuesday, 
1/17, 6:00 p.m. at City Hall.

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS– Wednesday, 1/18, 9:00 a.m. at the 
Gym. Checks provided by Gina Sloan, LPN with The Groves.

FITNESS EQUIPMENT TRAINING & WORKOUT– By appointment 
only at the Gym. Call 816-252-4400 ext. 1137 to set up a time for Pam 
Burnham to meet with you and guide you through working out on our 
new fitness equipment! No fee.

ACRYLIC POUR PAINTING– Thursday, 1/19, 6:00 p.m. at Mike 
Onka Hall. A fascinating fluid painting technique used to create art 
by pouring acrylic paint onto a canvas! The only skill required for 
this class is the ability to stir paint, so come create your very own 
masterpiece! Instructor: Pam Burnham. Class size limited to 12 paint-
ers. Registration required by 1/13/2023; call 816-252-4400 ext. 1137 to 
register. All supplies and basic colors will be provided, however if you 
have favorite colors, metallics or want to match a specific color scheme, 
please bring your own acrylic paint. $20 per person.

BOB ROSS OIL PAINTING CLASS– Saturday, 1/21, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Classes are every other month on the 3rd Saturday in the 
Police Training Room, 1001 Heroes Way, Sugar Creek, MO. Join Bob 
Ross Certified Instructor Jean Libby, as she directs you how to create 
your very own “quiet place with happy clouds and trees”! Class size 
limited to 12 with minimum age painter of 12 or older. Call Jean Libby 
to register 816-836-2356 or 816-377-4536. Cost is $40 per person; price 
includes all supplies.

DRUMMING 2 FITNESS– Thursday, 1/26, 10:30 a.m. at the Gym.
Cardio drumming takes a simple movement – drumming – and turns it 
into a workout that will leave you smiling, energized and feeling great! 
Cardio drumming brings together drumsticks, an exercise ball (beach 
ball) and ball stand to create one of the most fun workouts you’ll ever 
do! Instructor: Pam Burnham. Class size limited to 24 participants 
unless you bring your own exercise ball, stand and drumsticks. No fee.

DAYTRIPPERS AMERISTAR TRIP– Friday, 1/27, 11:00 a.m. Staying 
close to town, but still trying to prevent cabin fever, we will be taking 
a short jaunt over the river to the casino for lunch and casino games! 
Park at the Police Station to leave at 11:00 a.m. Bring money for your 
lunch and gambling if so desired. Bus seating limited to approximately 
20 riders and registration is required. No fee.

NEW (DINNER) THEATRE & RESTAURANT– Saturday, 1/28 at 
12:15 p.m. Production will be Come Blow Your Horn. Meal and produc-
tion included. Limited number of reserved seats. Must call to register 
816-252-4400 ext. 1137. $40 per person. To ride Sugar Creek bus, park 
at the Police Station to leave at 11:00 a.m. sharp!

SUGAR CREEK DEPARTMENT NEWS
n continued from page 3
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grand openings at the LaBenite Disc Golf Course and the Sweet Water 
Splash Park. Additionally, the department helped celebrate ribbon cut-
tings for Taco Bell and Kema Sweets Bakery.

A return to “normal” was another theme for the department, with 
many long-standing events resuming after a long COVID break. 

Pam Burnham, Parks and Recreation Program Director, said 
Community Potlucks resumed and the Smokin’ in the Creek BBQ con-
test returned to its usual scheduled time in the year.

“The Slavic Festival returned to its usual June timeframe of the year 
also,” Burnham said. According to the Sugar Creek Fair and Festival 
Board, this year was record-breaking in attendance and revenue. 

The Fourth of July parade was a success once again this year, but 

LOOKING BACK AND LOOKING AHEAD
n continued from page 1

the Independence Day celebrations saw a big change when the annual 
fireworks display was moved to a new location.

As we close the book on 2022 and begin a new story for 2023, it’s 
nice to be able to look back and see how we performed. Building 
Official Ed Cary states, “During 2022, we issued more building permits 
than this department had ever issued.” The building department also 
issued two permits for new homes to be built here in Sugar Creek. 
Almost every month the department had a minimum of two-per-
month trainings, seminars, testing or self-help learning experiences. 
All these training opportunities allows the department to keep updated 
on the latest and best practices that we use daily. In 2016, the building 
codes were updated to the 2015 International Code Council building 
codes.  Ed Cary said, “We are now preparing to update to the 2021 ICC 
building codes and 2020 National Electric Code. This process should 
be completed during the month of March 2023 and presented to the 
Board of Aldermen for their approval.”
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 At the library... At the library...
JANUARY 2023

n AFTER LUNCH
 BOOK GROUP

After Lunch Book Group meets both in per-
son and virtually. Call the branch for more details. 

The group meets on the second Thursday of each month from 
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. This month’s selection will be Chomp by 
Carl Hiassen.

n PASSPORT/NOTARY SERVICES
Remember your library offers both passport services and Notary 
Public services. Passport services are available Monday-Friday 
and Notary Services are available Tuesday-Friday.

VF W POST 3976 NEWS
 

 COMMUNITY & YOUTH INVOLVEMENT:
 •  Participate or conduct flag ceremonies and present flag education
  in schools.
 • Keep in contact with legislators regarding veteran benefit issues.
 • Support scouting organizations by donating Kelsey Hall for 
  meetings, etc.
 • Participate in achievement awards in the community/schools.
 • Provide vertans with medical equipment and assistance.
 • Support homeless vertans programs.
 • Adopt veterans and families in need when situations arise 
  throughout the year.
 • Support ‘National Veterans Services’ – Sport Clips, Unmet Needs,
  MAP Support Veteran & Military Suicide Prevention (800-273-8255).
 • Veterans are available to go to schools and organizations to give
  presentations.

 VFW BREAKFASTS
 Post 3976 Breakfast will be held the first Sunday of every month.
 There is an increase in full breakfast amount to $10. The price increase
 is due to rising food prices. All workers volunteer their time and the 
 profits go to Post 3976. We thank you for your patronage. 
 Post 3976 Breakfast dates will be as follows:
 •  January 1, 2023
 •  February 5, 2023
 • March 5, 2023
 •  April 2, 2023
 • Finishing up with May 7, 2023 and May 14, 2023 which is  
  Mother’s Day 202

LIBRARY HOURS:
Monday - Thursday ............11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday ...................................... 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday ............................. Closed

NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Fabish Will Be Missed

Robert Eugene Fabish (Bob), 75, passed away Sunday, 
October 23, 2022. 

Bob was born in Virginia, Minnesota in 1946. His parents 
Betty and Bill moved to Sugar Creek in 1951. Bob graduated 
from Van Horn High School in 1964. He served in the Army 
from 1966-1968. He was a member of Ironworkers Local #10. 

He loved fishing, hunting, and making pickles. Most of all, 
he loved his dog Oreo. He had lots of good friends and good 
times at the Black and Gold. He loved using his BBQ smokers 
and having friends stop by.

Bob leaves behind a daughter, a brother and his best friend.

Life of Humm Remembered
Richard Carl Humm of Sugar Creek, MO passed away 

Thursday, November 17, 2022 at the age of 85. 
He was preceded in death by his wife. Richard is survived by 

his 10 children, 11 grandchildren and two sisters-in-law.
Richard grew up in Hermann, Missouri. After high school, he 

spent 4 years in the US Navy where he trained as a journalist 
and used these skills for his career as a typesetter and linotype 
operator.

As a member of Saint Ann’s Catholic Church, Richard partici-
pated in Men’s Club activities and was a member of the Knights 
of Columbus. He was a man of faith, a provider for his large 
family and a jack-of-all trades who could build and repair all 
sorts of things.

Woods Will Be Missed
Charles Woods Jr, age 92, of Sugar Creek, MO, passed away 

peacefully on November 22, 2022.
He was born in Des Moines, IA on September 9, 1930. He was 

married on October 7, 1949 and they made their home in Sugar 
Creek where they raised three children. 

Porky worked as a welder at Armco Steel for about 32 years 
and retired. Porky was a member of St. Cyril’s Catholic Church. 
He served on the board of the Sugar Creek Citizens Civic Relief 
Commission (CCRC) and worked at the CCRC food pantry.

Porky was preceded in death by his wife, his parents and four 
brothers. He is survived by three children, nine grandchildren, 
and 10 great-grandchildren.
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